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Housekeeping

• Welcome and Introductions
• Lunch and Reception
• Evaluation Sheets
• Professional Recording
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Our Sponsors

THANK YOU!
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Developments of Note since TFI 2015
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Verizon today has made another acquisition to build out its IoT
business: the carrier has purchased LQD WiFi, a developer of outdoor 
interactive displays...

Other acquisitions in IoT have included Sensity
Systems to add LED light controlling technology; 
telematics company Fleetmatics for $2.8 billion in 
August; and Telogis for more connected car 
technology.
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Comcast plans to begin offering its own wireless service by the 
middle of 2017. ...
The service would deliver connectivity over the Verizon Wireless 
network and Comcast's own millions of Wi-Fi hotspots around the 
U.S..
Shrek has a new home: Comcast, NBC acquire DreamWorks 
Animation
Comcast can lease bandwidth on Verizon's network as part of a 
Justice Department agreement four years ago in which Verizon 
bought $3.6 billion in wireless spectrum from Comcast and other 
pay-TV companies.
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SAN FRANCISCO — Google Fiber is halting its rollout in 10 cities and laying off 
staff as its chief executive, Craig Barratt, steps down, dealing a major setback to the 
Internet giant's ambitions of blanketing the nation in super-speedy Internet.  ....

Jan Dawson, chief analyst with Jackdaw Research. "Although Google is framing this 
as a pause while it considers next generation technologies, I would hope that it’s 
actually a concession on the company’s part that being in the access business is a 
distraction rather than a strategic imperative."
The reason? "You could argue that Google has actually achieved its objective of 
getting more fiber broadband built by opening the doors to AT&T and other 
companies who are now building out fiber much more rapidly thanks to the changes 
to the franchising process driven by Google," Dawson said. "Fiber is rolling out 
much more quickly now — it’s just not Google’s fiber."
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Joshua Brown
U.S. Regulator Gives Tesla's Autopilot the Clear
January 9, 2017
The National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration has 
finished its investigation into last year’s self-driving Tesla crash 
and concluded that the company's Autopilot autonomy system 
works properly. Investigators were inspecting evidence from 
the crash which happened last May, where a Tesla Model S 
drove into a tractor-trailer crossing the road ahead. NHTSA's 
report concludes that it "did not identify any defects in design 
or performance" of Autopilot
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A tractor trailer full of beer drove itself down Colorado's I-25 last 
week with nobody behind the wheel. Uber Technologies Inc. and 
Anheuser-Busch InBev NV teamed up on the delivery, which they 
said is the first time a self-driving truck had been used to make 
a commercial shipment.
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TFI 2017
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This Morning
8:30 am Introductions and Welcome / TFI Overview
8:50 am The New Transformative Technologies

– Lawrence K. Vanston, Ph.D., Conference Director, 
President, TFI

9:10 am Communication Technology Update
– August Grant, Ph.D., Professor, School of Journalism & 
Mass Communications, University of South Carolina

9:45 am Break
10:00 am Virtual and Augmented Reality (Games, Shows, and 

Apps) A Short Film by TFI
10:30 am New Broadband/Video Markets, Impacts, and 

Bandwidth Point/Counterpoint
– Augie Grant & Larry Vanston

11:00 am Break
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This Morning

11:15 am TRANSFORMATIVE TECHNOLOGIES 
THOUGHTLEADER: An Interview with Byron Reese, 
Publisher of Gigaom
– Byron Reese, Author, Futurist, Entrepreneur, 
Technologist; CEO/Publisher, Gigaom; CEO, Knowingly

– Carrie Vanston, Leader, Corporate Cultures that Rock 
(Interviewer)

12:15 pm Discussion and Q&A

12:30 pm Lunch Break – BBQ at the Gatehouse
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This Afternoon
1:30 pm WIRELESS KEYNOTE: From Here to 5G

– Iain Gillott, President & Founder, iGR
(iGillottResearch, Inc.)

2:30 pm Discussion and Q&A
2:45 pm Break
3:00 pm Wireless Industry Panel

– Gary Wiggins, Executive Director - Property Tax, AT&T
– Jim Dombrowski, Manager Property Tax, Verizon
– David Schneider, Manager, Ernst & Young Contractor 
for Sprint
– Stephen Yergeau, Director, Property Taxes, T-Mobile

4:00 pm Break
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Later This Afternoon
4:15 pm The Afterlife: Recycling and Reuse of Old IT & 

Communications Equipment
– Michael Harbert, Manager of Business Development, ECS

4:30 pm TRANSFORMATIVE TECHNOLOGIES KEYNOTE: 
Computer Vision - Welcome Our Newest Consumer of 
Video and Bandwidth!
– Kristen Grauman, Ph.D., Assocociate Professor, Dept. 
of Computer Science, University of Texas at Austin

5:30 pm Day End

5:45–7:00 pm Conference Reception – Rooftop Terrace
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Tomorrow Morning
8:30 am TFI Broadband/Wireless/Video Forecast Update

– Lawrence K. Vanston, Ph.D.
– Ray Hodges, Senior Consultant, TFI

8:50 am The Post Millennials and their Impact on 
Communications
– Anne Boysen, President & Founder, After the Millennials

9:20 am IoT Security or Lack Thereof ― Constraint or 
Showstopper?
– Dub Dublin, CEO, Dublinvention LLC

9:40 am Break
9:55 am SDN/NFV: Tutorial, Insights, and Impacts

– Dub Dublin, CEO, Dublinvention LLC
10:35 am Discussion and Q&A
10:45 am Break
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Later Tomorrow Morning
11:00 am Broadband Industry Panel & Communications 

Industry Current Affairs Discussion
– Jeff Binkley, Advisory Director, Deloitte
– Christian Altenburger, Manager, Property Tax, Comcast
– Joel Rubensohn, Senior Tax Manager, Cox Enterprises
– Robert Strong, Tax Director, AT&T
– Jim Dombrowski, Manager, Property Tax, Verizon 
– Steven Ingram, Manager, Property Tax, CenturyLink

12:15 pm Concluding Remarks
12:25 pm Break
12:30 pm Box Lunch Presentation and Discussion

Connections That Count
– Carrie Vanston, Lead, Corporate Cultures that Rock

1:20 pm Conference Ends
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www.tfi-ctfg.com
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Your Bridge to the Future

(512) 258-8898 • www.tfi.com


