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Attendee Packet  

 

In person, Austin Texas | Online via Zoom 

Conference Hotel: 

Hyatt Place Austin Downtown 
211 East 3rd Street, Austin, Texas 

Wifi: HyattPlaceMeeting | Password: Hyattdt1 
 

Link to Conference Papers, Videos & 

Bios: tfitechnologyconference.com 

Facebook & YouTube:  

Search “TFI Technology Conference”  

Videos will be posted after the conference 

Special Thanks to our Sponsors 

                                                                  
 

 www.costquest.com                     www.kroll.com                       www.ryan.com 

TFI Universe 

 
Your Bridge to the Future 

Founded in 1978, Technology Futures, Inc. provides custom 
research and consulting in technological forecasting, mostly in 
communications and high-tech. Applications for TFI forecasts 

include strategic planning, finance, and asset valuation. 

Beyond its core mission, TFI is active in leadership coaching, 
technology innovation, and the arts with non-profits TFI 

Projects and Art 84. We are always looking for new ways  
to make the world better. 

tfi.com 

 
AT&T   Charter Communications   

Comcast Corp  Cox Communications 
tfi‐ctfg.com

 

 
Alliance Partner 

leadershipmindsetsuccess.com 
 

 Projects 
Technology & the arts to foster better  
decisions and more insightful people 

tfi‐projects.org 
 

 
Impactful original art, music, and dance through 

technology, media, and events 

art84.org 

.
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21st Annual TFI Technology Conference  
January 22-23, 2026 
TFI Staff, Keynotes, Speakers & Panelists 

TFI Team
Lawrence 
Vanston, 
Ph.D. 
Conference 
Director; 
President, 
Technology 
Futures, Inc, 

512-415-5965 lvanston@tfi.com 

Ray Hodges 
Senior Consultant,  
Technology 
Futures, Inc. 
727-692-0133 
rhodges@tfi.com 

Carrie Vanston 
CEO, Leadership 
Mindset Success, 
TFI Online Host & 
Speaker,  
512-740-9089 
carrie@carrie 
    vanston.com  

Helen Mary 
Marek 
Conference 
Liaison; VP, 
Operations & 
Creative Dir., 
Technology 
Futures, Inc,  

512-914-8038 hmvmarek@tfi.com

Keynotes
Broadband Keynote 

Daniel Grossman 
Principal, NetAccess 
Futures 

dan@netaccess 
    futures.net 
 

Wireless Keynote 

Todd Humphreys  
Ernest Dashiell Cockrell II 
Chair in Engineering 
University of Texas at 
Austin (512) 471-4489 
todd.humphreys@utexas.edu 

Policy Keynote  

Roger Grabowski  
Fellow Accredited Senior 
Appraiser (ASA), Managing 
Director (ret.), Valuation 
Services, Kroll  
312-961-2313 
Roger.Grabowski@kroll.com

 
Speakers & Panelists 

Jason Butterworth  
(Moderator) Principal, 
Property Tax – Complex 
Properties, Ryan 
954.850.0980 
jason.butterworth 
    @ryan.com 

 
August (Augie) Grant, 
Ph.D. Professor Emeritus, 
University of South 
Carolina, 803-465-0198          
augie@focus25.com 
 

 
Carl Hoemke, GM, 
Property Tax, Avalara 
(214) 292-7763 
carl.hoemke@avalara.com 

Gary Hunter, AVP, 
Tax, AT&T  
gh8190@att.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruben Miranda 
Managing Director, 
Property Tax, Kroll,  
512-671-5555 
ruben.miranda@kroll.com 
 

 
Brandt Palmer Sr. 
Manager, Property Tax,  
T-Mobile 
425-434-3663 
brandt.palmer18 
  @t-mobile.com 
 
 

John Reed  
Sr. Director, Property Tax, 
Charter 
john.reed@charter.com 
 
 
 

 
Vsu Subramanian, SVP, 
Engineering, Avalara 
vsu.subramanian 
@avalara.com 
 
 
 
 
Michael Brandl, Ph.D., 
Retired Prof. of Instruction, 
Economics, Univ. of Texas, 
Austin; Principal, Brandl the 
Economist; Author "Money, 
Banking, Financial Markets & 
Institutions" 3rd ed, Cengage 
Learning | mwbrandl@gmail.com

TFI AV/Video Team
Landry Gideon 
Sound Engineer 
SoundAudio 
512-822-9110 
landrygideonsound 
@gmail.com 

Miguel Posadas 
AV/Video Lead 
512-791-9823 
Itmigumusic 
@gmail.com 

Luna Phillips 
AV/Video 
Associate 
Phillipsmakayla    
  1023@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 

For full presenter bios and 
other info, please visit: 

tfitechnologyconference.com
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21st Annual TFI Technology Conference  
January 22-23, 2026  Hyatt Place Austin Downtown & Online via Zoom 
Schedule 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21 
6:15–7:15 pm  Pre-Conference Meet & Greet – Hyatt Place Austin Downtown, Lobby Cafe 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 - Conference Day 1 – Hyatt Place Austin Downtown, Meeting Place 2&3.  
(Online networking before and after the first day.) 

9:00 am  Introductions and Welcome • Lawrence K. Vanston, Ph.D., President, TFI 

9:15 am  Broadband Keynote: Predictions for 2026 and Beyond Daniel Grossman,  
Principal, NetAccess Futures 

10:10 am  Break 

10:15 am  Wireless Keynote: Low Earth Orbit (LEO) Communications in 6G •  
Todd E. Humphreys, Ph.D., Ernest Dashiell Cockrell II Chair in Engineering,  
The University of Texas at Austin  

11:15 am  Break 

11:30 am  Feature Presentation: Valuations of Data Centers and the AI Impact • Ruben Miranda, 
Managing Director, Property Tax, Kroll 

12:15 pm  Lunch Break – Attendees are on their own for lunch 

1:30 pm  Policy Keynote: Investment-Specific-Risk in Discount Rates • Roger Grabowski,  
Fellow Accredited Senior Appraiser (ASA), Managing Director (ret.), Valuation Services, Kroll  

2:30 pm  Break 

2:45 pm  Broadband and Wireless Industry Panel • Jason Butterworth (Moderator) Principal, Property 
Tax – Complex Properties, Ryan • Gary Hunter, AVP Tax, AT&T • John Reed, Sr. Director, 
Property Tax, Charter • Brandt Palmer, Sr. Manager, Property Tax, T-Mobile 

3:45 pm  Break 

4:00 pm  Feature Presentation: From Spreadsheets to Agents: Real-World AI for Valuation & Property 
Tax • Carl Hoemke, GM, Property Tax, Avalara & Vsu Subramanian, SVP, Engineering, Avalara 

5:00 pm  Day End 

5:30 pm  Conference Reception (Hyatt Place Austin Downtown, Gallery) 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23 – Conference Day 2 – Hyatt Place Austin Downtown Meeting Place 2&3 

9:00 am  Communications Technology Update • August (Augie) Grant, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, 
School of Journalism and Mass Communications, University of South Carolina; Co-Editor, 
Communications Technology Update and Fundamentals  

10:00 am  Break 

10:15 am  U.S. Economic Outlook • Michael Brandl, Ph.D., Retired Professor of Instruction, Economics, 
University of Texas at Austin; Principal, Brandl the Economist; Author Money, Banking, Financial 
Markets & Institutions 3rd ed, Cengage Learning.  

11:15 am  Break  

11:30 am  TFI Industry Forecast Overview • Lawrence Vanston, President, TFI • Ray Hodges, Senior 
Consultant, TFI  

12 :15 pm  The Last Word 

12 :30 pm  Conference Ends 
Attendees, please complete conference Feedback Form 

For full presenter bios,  
and other info, please visit: 

tfitechnologyconference.com


